
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  Luke 18:9-14 

MAIN POINT: God rejects the proud but gives grace to the humble. 

KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell parables? Jesus told parables to teach people about God and His kingdom. 

 

Tell the Bible story in your own words 

 
 

Jesus told a story to some people who looked down 

on others. These people thought they were better than 

everyone else. Jesus said, "Two men went into the temple 

to pray. One man was a Pharisee, or a religious leader." 

Pharisees tried very hard to please God by following the 

rules. They even made up new rules to follow. "The other 

man was a tax collector." Many people did not like tax 

collectors . They were often dishonest and unfair in the way 

they collected money. 

"The   Pharisee stood  by himself and prayed, 'God, 

I thank You that I am not greedy, dishonest, and 

unfaithful like other people. I am glad I am not like that 

tax collector. I fast two days a week and tithe.' 

"The tax  collector stood far away. He did not even 

lift up his head because he was sorry for the things he had 

done. The tax collector pounded on his chest and said, 

'Have mercy on me, God! I am a sinner!' " 

The prayer of the Pharisee was very different than the 

prayer of the tax collector. Jesus explained that God was 

happy with the tax collector, and He forgave him. But 

God was not happy with the Pharisee. 

Jesus said, "If you put yourself above others, you will 

be put down. But if you are humble, God will honor 

you.'' 

 

 

Christ Connection: The tax collector knew he needed God to 

forgive him, and he cried out to God Everyone is a sinner who 

needs forgiveness. Jesus took the punishment for our sin by dying 

on the cross. We can cry out to God like the tax collector and 

because ofJesus, God will forgive us. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 


