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BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

MAIN POINT: Not everyone who hears the gospel believes it. 

 

KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

 

Why did Jesus tell parables? Jesus told parables to teach people about God and His kingdom. 

 

Tell the Bible story in your own words 

Jesus traveled around from one town and village to another. In each place, He preached the good news about the kingdom of God. 

Crowds of people came to listen to Jesus' teaching. One day, Jesus was sitting by the sea. So many people came to hear Him that Jesus 

got into a boat and sat down to teach. The crowds stood on the shore to listen. 

Jesus said, ''A sower went out to plant seeds. As he was planting, some seeds fell along the path. Soon, the birds came and ate up the 

seeds from the path. Other seeds fell on rocky ground where there wasn't much soil. The seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not have 

any roots because the soil was shallow. When the sun came up, the plants withered. Other seeds fell among thorns. The thorns 

grew, and they stopped the seeds from growing. But some of the seeds fell on good ground. Those seeds grew and produced a crop, 

more than what was planted!" 

Then Jesus explained the parable to His disciples. He said, "Some people hear the truth about God's kingdom, but they don't 

understand it. The Evil One comes and takes away what was planted in their hearts. Those people are like the seeds that fell on the 

path. 

"Some people hear the truth about God's kingdom, and they are happy to accept it. But when hard times come, they give up. 

Those people are like the seeds that fell on rocky ground. 

"Some people hear the truth about God's kingdom, but they worry about this life and they love money too much. The truth cannot grow. 

Those people are like the seeds that fell among thorns. 

"But some people hear the truth about God's kingdom, and they understand it. They accept the truth, and it 

grows in their lives. Those people are like the seeds that fell on good ground. Those seeds produce a crop, more than 

what was planted." 

 

 

Christ Connection: Jesus is the Sower who shared the truth about God's kingdom. His followers 

continue to share the truth today, and those who understand and accept the gospel become more like 

Jesus. 

 

To Know, Love, and Share Christ 


