
Jesus Was Baptized 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34 

MAIN POINT: Jesus obeyed God by being baptized. 

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15 

                        Here is the trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save            
.                       sinners – of whom I am the worst. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 

 
      John the Baptist lived in the wilderness. He wore camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist. He ate 

locusts and wild honey. John began telling the people around him, "Repent and be baptized, for God's 

kingdom is almost here." 

     Some people asked John, "Who are you?" John said, "I am not the Messiah." John also said he wasn't Elijah, 
and he wasn't the Prophet that God had promised to send after Moses. "Who are you, then?" the people asked. 

    John said that he was the person Isaiah the prophet was talking about when he said, "There is someone 

shouting in the wilderness. He says, 'Prepare the way for the Lord; make His paths straight!' " 

   John was born with a very important job. He was supposed to get people ready for Jesus, God's promised 

Messiah. People started to repent; they turned away from their sins and turned to God for forgiveness. 

Then John baptized them in the Jordan River. Baptism was a picture that the people's sins had been washed away. 

    John preached: "Someone more powerful than I will come after me. I am not worthy to bend down and untie 
His sandals." Then John said, "I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 
 
    By this time, Jesus was an adult. He was in Galilee, and He left to see John the Baptist at the Jordan River. When John 
saw Jesus, he said, "Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" 

    Jesus told John that He wanted to be baptized. But John didn't think he should baptize Jesus, and he tried 

to stop Jesus. "I need You to baptize me," John said. "Why do You want me to baptize You? "  John was confused. He 

baptized people who confessed their sins; Jesus never sinned! Jesus said, 'Allow me to be baptized. God says 

this is right." So John agreed, and he baptized Jesus. 

 

    Jesus immediately came up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens opened for Jesus, and He saw the Holy 

Spirit coming down on Him. The Spirit was like a dove. And a voice came from heaven. "This is My Son," the 

voice said. "I love Him, and I am very pleased with Him!" 

 
Christ Connection: Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds us 

of Jesus' death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in  Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life - a life 

lived for Jesus. 
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Jesus Was Baptized 
 

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 

MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King. 

KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9 

                             If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the                       
.                           dead, you will be saved. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from our sin. 
 

      It was time to celebrate Passover. Many Israelites had traveled to Jerusalem to remember what God 

had done when He rescued His people from slavery in Egypt. 

Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem, too• When they neared Bethphage (BETH fayj) and 

Bethany near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of His disciples ahead into a village. ''As soon as you 

enter the village," Jesus told them, ''you will find a young donkey tied there. No one has ever sat on it. 

Untie it and bring it here. If anyone says to you 'Why are you doing this?' say, 'The Lord needs it.'" 

The disciples did as Jesus asked. As they untied the donkey, its owners said to them, "Why are you 

untying the donkey?" "The Lord needs it," they said. Then they brought the donkey to Jesus, threw their 

robes onto the donkey, and helped Jesus get on it. People spread their robes along the road, and others 

spread palm branches cut from the fields. 

The whole crowd of the disciples praised God with a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen. "The 

King who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest 

heaven! Hosanna!" The word hosanna means "save now." The people believed Jesus was their promised King, 

and they hoped He would save them from Rome. 

       Some of the religious leaders said, "Teacher, tell your disciples to be quiet!" Jesus answered, "If they 

did not praise Me, the rocks would praise Me!" 

While Jesus was in the temple complex, people who were blind and people who were lame came to 

Him. The blind and lame were not allowed to worship in the temple. Jesus healed them. 

Other religious leaders saw Jesus' miracles and heard the children saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" 

or "Our king is here!" They were angry and asked Jesus, "Do you hear these children? They are saying you are 

a king!" 

"Yes," Jesus replied. "The Psalmist said: You have prepared praise from the mouths of children and 

nursing infants.'" 

Jesus left them and went to the town of Bethany to spend the night. 

 
Christ Connection: During Jesus 'triumphal entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus was the 

Messiah spoken about by the prophet Zechariah:  "Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous and 

victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey" (Zechariah 9:9). One day, Jesus 

will return to earth on a white horse as King over everything. (Revelation 19:II) 
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Jesus' Crucifixion and Resurrection 
 

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 

MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King. 

KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9 

                             If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the                       
.                           dead, you will be saved. 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from our sin. 
 

      Jesus came with His disciples to Gethsemane (geth SEM uh nih). He prayed to God, "Father! If it is possible, 

take this suffering away from Me. But only if it is part of Your plan." While Jesus prayed, the disciples fell asleep. 

Jesus said, "Get up. It is almost time." 

Suddenly Judas arrived with a large crowd. Judas kissed Jesus so the crowd would know who Jesus was. The 

crowd grabbed Jesus and arrested Him. Peter tried to stop the men, but Jesus told Peter not to. Jesus' followers ran 

away, but Peter stayed nearby. Three times, people asked Peter if he was a follower of Jesus. "No! I'm not!" Peter said. 

Jesus was led to the high priest. The religious leaders were trying to find a reason to kill Jesus, but they could not. 

The high priest asked, ''Are You the Messiah, the Son of God?" Jesus replied, "Yes, that's right." 

The high priest said, "Ah ha! He has spoken against God. He deserves to die!" The religious leaders did not 

want to believe Jesus was God's Son. 

When morning came, the religious leaders led Jesus to Pilate, the governor. ''Are You the King of the Jews?" 

Pilate asked. "Yes, that's right," Jesus replied. 

"What should I do with Jesus?" Pilate asked the crowd. "Crucify Him!" they answered. Pilate did not think Jesus 

had done anything wrong, but he handed Jesus over and said, "Do whatever you want." The governor's soldiers put a 

scarlet robe on Jesus. They made a crown of thorns and put it on His head. Then they mocked Him, "Here is the 

King of the Jews!" Then they beat Him and led Him away to be killed.  

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. They put a sign above His head that said THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 
KING  OF THE JEWS . Two criminals were crucified next to Him. Darkness covered the land. Then Jesus cried out, 

"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" Jesus shouted again with a loud voice and then He died. Suddenly, 

the curtain in the temple sanctuary split in two, from top to bottom, and there was an earthquake. One of the men 
guarding Jesus' body said, "This man really was God's Son!" 

Jesus was buried in a tomb. A stone was sealed in front of the tomb so that no one could steal Jesus' body. 

On the third day, Mary Magdalene (MAG duh leen) and the other Mary went to the tomb. Suddenly there was 

an earthquake. An angel of the Lord rolled back the stone and sat on it. The guards were so afraid that they fainted. 

The angel spoke to the women, "Don't be afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus, but He is not here. He has been 

resurrected, just like He said He would." 

The women left the tomb quickly. They ran to tell the disciples the good news. Just then Jesus met them. "Good 

morning!" He said. The women worshiped Him. "Don't be afraid," Jesus told them. "Go tell My disciples to meet Me 

in Galilee. They will see Me there." 

 
Christ Connection: The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our sin, 

but Jesus died in our place. He was the blood sacrifice made once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. God was pleased with 

Jesus’ sacrifice and raised Jesus from   the dead to reign as King over all creation. We are forgiven only through Jesus. (Acts   4:12) 
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Jesus Was Tempted 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-22 

MAIN POINT: Jesus obeyed God by being baptized. 

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15 

                             Here is the trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save            
.                           sinners – of whom I am the worst. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
 

 
After Jesus was baptized, He was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

Devil. Jesus did not eat for 40 days and 40 nights. He prayed and thought about God's plan for His life. 

When those days were over, Jesus was hungry. 

Then the Devil, who tempts people to sin, came up to Jesus. He said, "If You are really God's Son, prove it. 

Tell these stones to become bread." 

If Jesus used His power to turn the stones into bread, He could eat them so He wouldn't be hungry anymore. 
But Jesus refused. Instead of using His own power, Jesus chose to trust God to meet His needs. Jesus said, 
"God's Word says: Man must not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God." 

The Devil tempted Jesus again. He took Jesus to Jerusalem, which was called the holy city. The Devil took 
Jesus up to the top of the temple. Jesus stood on the roof, and the Devil said, "If You are really God's Son, 
prove it. Jump off this temple and trust God to protect You." 

Then the Devil said: "God's Word says: God will order His angels to keep You safe, and they will protect 

You so that You will not even strike your foot against a stone." 

The Devil had used words from Scripture, but Jesus knew the Devil's command was foolish. Jesus 

reminded him, "God's Word also says: Do not test the Lord your God." 

Finally, the Devil took Jesus to a high mountain. He showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and 

how great they were. The Devil said to Jesus, "I will give You all the riches and power of these kingdoms. 

They belong to me, and I can give them to anyone I want. If You want them, all You have to do is fall down 

and worship me." 

       Jesus resisted temptation again. He replied, "Go away, Satan! God's Word says: Worship the Lord your 

God and serve Him only." 

The Devil left Jesus, and angels came right away to serve Jesus. Throughout all these temptations, 

Jesus never sinned. 

After that, Jesus began His ministry. He preached and said, "Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!" 
Jesus called some fishermen to follow Him. Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their nets and followed Jesus. 

 
 

Christ Connection: Jesus was tempted, but He trusted God and never sinned Jesus is perfect and righteous. 

A perfect sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect sacrifice. He died on the cross to free 

us from sin and to give us the power to say no to temptation. 
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Jesus Met  Nicodemus 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21 

MAIN POINT: Jesus told Nicodemus he must be born again. 

KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6 

                           Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.             

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is the Messiah. 

 
      Jesus had traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. One night, a religious man came to 

see Jesus. The man's name was Nicodemus (NIK uh DEE muhs). Nicodemus was a Pharisee. He 

studied and taught God's law, and he tried very hard to obey the law. Nicodemus wanted to know more 

about Jesus. 

"Rabbi (RAB igh)," he said, ''we know that You have come from God. You are a teacher, and no one could 
do the miracles You do unless God is with him." 

Nicodemus had that right. Jesus said, "I tell you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God." 

Now Nicodemus was confused. He thought that keeping all God's laws was how a person got into heaven. 

Besides, what Jesus said didn't make any sense! "How can anyone be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. 

Jesus said, ''A man cannot enter God's kingdom unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Whatever is 

born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit." When a baby is born, he gets physical life 

from his parents. Physical life doesn't last forever. But the Spirit gives people spiritual life so they can live with God 

forever. 

Jesus said, "Don't be surprised I told you that you must be born again." 

Nicodemus still didn't understand. "How is this possible?" he asked. 

Jesus replied, "We talk about what we know, and we tell others about what we have seen. But you don't 

believe what I'm telling you! When you don't believe what I say about things I've seen on earth, how will you 

believe what I say about the things I've seen in heaven?   

"No one has ever gone up into heaven, except the Son of Man. He came down from heaven. Do you 

remember how Moses raised up the bronze snake in the wilderness? Everyone who looked at it was 

healed. Like that, the Son of Man will be raised up, so that everyone who believes in Him will have 

eternal life." 

  Then Jesus told Nicodemus about God's great plan. Jesus said, "God showed His love in this way: He 

sent His One and Only Son to save the world. Everyone who believes in Him will not perish but will have 

eternal life. 

  "God didn't send His Son to declare the world guilty, but to save the world. Anyone who believes in Him is found 

not guilty, but anyone who does not believe in Him is guilty already." 

 

 

 

Christ Connection: Nicodemus needed new life-eternal life-but he could not do anything to earn it. Eternal life is a gift 
that comes only from God. God showed His love in this way: He sent His One and Only Son to save the world. Everyone 

who believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life. 
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